Frequently Asked Questions about GOADS-2005, continued
37.
We encourage current users of GOADS2005 to update their GOADS.EXE program files with the November 2004 software update.  The updated GOADS.EXE program file includes work-arounds for three minor problems that have been found.

It is not necessary to reinstall the program if it is already installed. Users can simply download the one file (GOADS.EXE) and copy it into their C:/Program Files/GOADS-2005/ folder and continue working without any loss of data.  The old program file will be overwritten and no other modification is needed.  The update can be found at:

http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/airquality/goad.html
38a.
Do we need to report the diesel and jet fuel horizontal/cylindrical) tanks that supply fuels for generators and helicopter?  They are not crude nor condensate.
38b.
Are there any tanks exempt from reporting due to size, capacity, material, or throughput?  E.g. are corrosion inhibitor tanks exempt?  Are methanol tanks less than 1000 gallons exempt?

Only storage tanks for crude oil and condensate are required to report under GOADS 2005.  There is no exemption from reporting based on size, capacity, or throughput though.

39.
Is the subject drilling that is conducted in an Area/Block with existing subsea production well exempt?  Or any type of drilling in an area/block with existing subsea production well?

Any drilling activities that are not associated with a platform are covered in the non-platform inventory, with data we will obtain from the MMS Operations Analysis Branch.  It should not, therefore, be included in the GOADS-2005 submittal.

40a.
Can floatation cell emissions be categorized as "LP Cold Vent" emissions? There's a constant gas supply to this floatation cell to separate oil & water and vapors are vented locally.
40b.
Will the MMS require the reporting of flash emissions from skim tanks?  Produced water from 3-phase separators, chemelectric treaters and sumps are routed to skim tanks where the oil entrapped in the water is allowed to separate and is skimmed off.  The amount of oil is at most a few barrels per day so the flash losses would be negligible.
40c.
How to estimate the losses from flashing for the O/W skimmer?  Typically, the water drawoff from the HP Separator goes to the O/W skimmer and mostly water.  I know the oil/condensate API coming out of O/W skimmer and its operating pressure, but the its oil/condensate flow is typically NOT measured and very small?  How can I estimate the losses from flashing of the O/W skimmer?  Is there a typical volume % (that should be very small) of the oil/condensate from the O/W skimmer versus the total condensate to sales which is metered?

For GOADS 2005, MMS is not requiring data for produced water separation equipment (e.g., flotation cells).
41.
Do I need to count the vents and valves on storage tanks in the fugitive component count?

No, when you create a storage tank equipment record, the tank emissions will be accounted for.
42.
I have found that several emission sources have dual exhaust stacks.  The diameters of the stacks are the same but the heights and orientations are different.  When reporting the source exhaust information in GOADS how do we handle dual exhaust stacks?
Report each exhaust stack separately as an emission source.  For example, if you have a line heater with 2 exhaust stacks, you can code them as Heater 1 Exhaust 1 and Heater 1 Exhaust 2.
43.
Does the level low or high shutdown (LSL or LSH) count as one level control instrument?  For example, an O/W separator normally has three LSL/LSH and two level controllers for oil and water.  Do I count it as 5 or 2 level controllers?
Count them as 5.
44.
I receive the following error when exporting struct/equip to spreadsheet:"48 Error in loading DLL."

The spreadsheet export function only works for Excel 2002 which is part of Office XP/2002.  That is the MS Office version that GOADS-2005 is based on.
45.
How does ERG/MMS intend to use exit velocity?  It seems exit velocity is a function of production, therefore will be valid when operators begin submitting production volumes.  Given other data such as size of exhaust pipe, flow rate, temperature, pressure and hours vented, exit velocity seems redundant.
Exit velocity is needed in air quality modeling, and is used by MMS as a QA/QC tool for the other reported variables.  Calculations for exit velocity can be found at:

http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/airquality/goad.html
46.
The following statement appears in the GOADS FAQs: “It is important to make sure that your monthly volume vented and flared totals are consistent with your monthly OGOR-reported value.”  I believe that the value reported in the OGOR represents only company operated volumes, but the value reported to GOADS represents total throughput volumes.  Therefore, these two volumes will be different, i.e. not "consistent," if one platform is processing oil & gas produced from other platforms.  Is the wording in the FAQ in error or is there a clear, definitive explanation on how to insure that the GOADS & OGOR flare/vent problems will be "consistent" as requested in the FAQ?

Under our FAQs, the word “consistent” is not intended to imply “identical.”  When operators report flaring and venting volumes on their OGOR-B Forms, they must report them on a lease basis.  Therefore, operators typically combine the flared and vented volumes at a facility, then allocate the total flare/vent volume back to individual well completions, then sum the flare/vent volumes on a lease basis.  Depending on the physical location of facilities and well completions, this may not be identical to the flare + vent volume at any single facility.  Since the GOADS inventory is taken at an individual facility (as opposed to lease), the GOADS flare + vent volume may not be identical to that reported on one specific OGOR-B Form.

However, if the operator correctly records volumes on both the GOADS and OGOR-B reports, the two should be consistent.  That is, the total flare + vent volume that occurred at each facility should be represented in the GOADS inventory.  This same volume should be represented one or more OGOR-B Forms.
Example:  Suppose a facility processes oil and gas that comes from well completions on Leases A and B.  During the month of January this platform flares 500 MCF of gas.  Based on production tests, the operator allocates 300 MCF of this flared gas to completions on Lease A, and 200 MCF of flared gas is allocated to Lease B.  In this case, the GOADS inventory for this facility should show 500 MCF of flared gas, the OGOR-B Form for Lease A should show 300 MCF flared gas, and the OGOR-B Form for Lease B should show 200 MCF gas.  The MMS can add flared gas from Leases A and B, and verify that it is identical to the volume reported in GOADS (300 + 200 = 500).

47.
How does ERG/MMS advise GOADS user to allocate fuel usage to controls, safety devices and pneumatic equipment.  For example, an operator can report total platform fuel usage.  The fuel usage (and exhaust) can be accounted for operating 6 PC, 4 LC, and 4 pneumatic pumps, however, specific fuel usage numbers is not readily available or difficult to mathematically determine.  How should GOADS users account for this fuel usage?

For pneumatic pumps and pressure/level controllers, you don't have to report the fuel usage rate if you can't determine it from the information you have on the equipment.  We can find the information if you provide make and model.  Make and model are the most important pieces of information needed, along with hours of operation.
48.
Does MMS have certain guidelines to determine if oil is crude or condensate?

Condensate is a liquid hydrocarbon that lies in a range between oil and gas and is almost always produced along with gas in the Gulf of Mexico.  API gravity values for condensate are generally within the range of 50 to 120 (Handbook of Oil Industry Terms and Phrases, R.D. Langenkamp, 1988).  A review of liquid commingling systems in the Gulf of Mexico for the year 1995 indicated 37 major pipeline systems carrying condensate liquids.  API gravity data for these pipeline systems in the Gulf of Mexico ranged from 42 to 68.  Thus, API gravity values overlap for light crudes and heavy condensates.  
49.
If a structure with separators, tanks, compressors, etc. is going to be out of service throughout 2005 does a report have to be submitted?

No, no GOADS submittal is required if the structure is out of service the entire year.

50.
Is the subject sales gas data available for each platform in MMS, if yes where is it?  Can I use the data that was imported from 2000?

Most companies will have a recent sales gas analysis for each facility and/or field that can be used.  This data is typically available from the production and accounting departments.  You should not use the data that was imported from 2000.  You should use a current sales gas analysis.

51.
Do we need to count the new platforms that startup during the reporting year?  E.g. if they start up in March, September, or December?

Yes, you need to report any platforms that operate any time during calendar year 2005.

52.
I inadvertently selected all structures to import from a company file, and now I need to remove a few.  How do I remove structures that do not exist anymore?

Here is how to remove platform/structures from the 2005 inventory after importing your 2000 data into GOADS-2005 (or any other time): 1) Start the GOADS software program and press the "Edit Description Data" button in the lower left corner. (You should then see "Description Edit Mode" at the top of the screen.) 2) Select the Platform/Structure that you want to remove from the inventory in the platform list (navigation tree) on the left side of the screen. 3a) Click and hold the right mouse button and select "Delete" (or) 3b) Select "Edit>Delete" from the main program menu Platform/structures or equipment are always added or deleted from the inventory by using the Description Edit Mode of GOADS-2005.
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